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There we begin to share responsibilities and to commit ourselves. From there we feel motivated to conquer the world.





Family, school of the apostolate. One of the tasks for parents is to inculcate in our children an awareness of their own apostolic vocation. According to the measure in which they mature, we must make them participate in our apostolic works.


We have to educate our children so that they may be more aggressive in their convictions. They have to overcome human fear which robs their inner freedom and neglects the possibility of helping. The motto should be: or we conquer or we are conquered! In our education we should not ever separate thought and action, faith and works. To be Christian is not only “going to church” : this would be to sterilize Christianity, make it unpleasant for the youth, and convert it into a museum relic.





This is the danger for the “lite” family whose members have a weak faith without a core and without strength. It is the home- hostel where they gather only to eat and sleep; where there are no spiritual conversations; where one dies of boredom; where the only concern is that the children obtain their diploma or title and that they marry well. True Christianity is action, not rest; it is life, not death; it is fire, not ice.


Our families should be seeds of the future Church and of a new social order. And they will be, more so than through us, through our children who will be great builders of a better tomorrow.





Questions for reflection





1. What apostolic tasks am I developing?


2. What apostolate do I do with my family?


3. What actions can I develop?
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Family: Let Us Build the Kingdom of God  





It is a call to build family in the midst of this world, a reflection of the faithful Heavenly Kingdom. Our fundamental attitude must be that of Christ: “Here I am, O God, to do your will” (HE 10, 9). The permanent search for the Will of the Father makes a man dynamic, similar to a challenge to fight for a world worthy of the Father where fraternity, truth, justice and peace reign.





That is the example given to us by Jesus Christ. He does not take refuge in intimacy with the Father. That same intimacy motivates Him to commit himself to the interests of the Father. He surrenders completely to forging the Kingdom of God: He proclaims it and gives witness to it, He implants it and sows it in souls…..and He suffers and dies for it on the Cross.





A hero is one who consecrates his/her life to something great. Let us remember that the greatness or the misery of a person’s life is not measured by his/her capabilities nor by his/her limits, rather it is by the magnitude of the work to which he/she is consecrated.


Now then, concretely, what does it mean for us to consecrate my life to the Kingdom of the Father? It means giving everything for it, to put oneself aside…..the moods, the comfort.


It also means giving up one’s own standards – often so limited – and making God the Father’s standards one’s own, these are infinitely wise and filled with paternal love.





If we think of the family, concretely it means that the first and foremost area where we must build the Kingdom of God is in one’s own home: to transform the marriage into a “holy marriage,” educate the children in the great values of the Kingdom, etc.





Ultimately at play in the home is sanctity and the forging of a new world. There we learn and live childlikeness, paternity, and brotherliness. 
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